by RY 6 Yate EE EE bd Is 2 Ag BR 1-2 ;» 7 
: : $2.87 I; E Fe Þ: VT "Ss ry þ ” pa F 
£--. : '# 


; 


+ as. A AED 


THE: 


N ecessiTrY and 2D ORG 
OF AN 


WITH 


Some R.uL ts for the obtaining of it. 


IN A 


SER MON 


PREACHED T O 


An Auviroryr in London 


By |. 1. C ru'$:0 


RG _ Lt 


Exod. 22. 29. Thou ſhalt not delay to offer the firſt of 
thy ripe fruits ——— 


LONDO®O N: » 
Printed for Thomas Cockerill, and H. Bernard, at the 


Three Legs, and the Bible, inthe Poultrey. 1693. 


Early Vi&ory over Saran :| 


/ 1 
- TT 


P A . 
<—d__ "EET 


45s 


>, 4.452 
ks {FEH 


DE YE. EE Lee i one 


YO 


' PREFACE 


J'% general unſucceſsfulneſs of our Publick 


Mmiſtry', hath 'been a' great while 'the 
Juſt and ſad ( omplaint of thoſe that la- 
bour in the Word , and look after the Fruit of 
that labour ; And all ſorts of Perſons do yet give 
| foo much Cauſe, yea, more Canſe than hath' been 
* formerly given, for the renewing of this Complaint. 
Various Applications have been made to various Ranks 
and Orders of Men,but ſtill they have had the ſame 
iſſue, as in the Prophet 's time ; The poor know je. 5. ,, 5. 
not the way of the Lord, and thoſe of greater 
quality,have broken the Yoke allo: Both wretche 
edly averſe to the receiving of Inſtruftion. Age and 
Youth have likewiſe had their Portions of ſeaſons 
- able Connſel, but the defir'd Effet 1s not hitherto 
* ſeen; they that are but newly enter'd into the World, 
and they that are manifeſtly going out of it , ſtill 
joyning hand in hand, and drawing Injquity 
together with cords of Vanity. | 
A In 


John 9. 20. 
21. 


i Pet. . r. 


e Preface. 


In this mournful caſe, any ſerious Per ſon might 
very well be ſtirr'd up to conſider, what Fndea- 
yours are to be further uſed, and upon what Sub- 
jects they are moſs likely. to make ſome Impreſs 
from: And becauſe it hath been ſometimes ob» 
ſerved, Lhat God, by his Spirit takes hold. of young 
ones when, the Gray-headed; Somers are_left 
tothe ways" of their'own -hearts,( a the-Parents 
of the Man born blind, unthankfully denied Chriſt 


befare the Phariſees, but their Son confeſt htm bold: 


ly) -it' may afford a little the more Encouragement 
to| continne dealing with them eſpecially.  Be- 
fades, as they need to be .Men of ' Eminent 5kall, 
who enzage in the cure: of inveterate Dilcaſes, 
when-one of inferior Abilities , may adventure ups 
on. a Wound that. is freſh ; |/#.it may ſeem' a. more 
proper task for bim that willingly takes the low- 
eſt place among the Children of the Floufe, to at- 
tempt the reducing of vain Prodigals, that are waſt- 


ing the dew of, their Youth #1 the Service of Sin, 


than to perſwadt- thoſe to a return, who,are full of 
days, and of wickedneſs at once. 

It is not altogether improbable, that Men may be 
ſomewhat the eaſter to be intreated by one of their 
own 'Rank;, . the. Apoſtle intimates thus much, 


EIS 


when he ſays, The Elders which are among 1 


you, ; [ exhort, ' who am allo an Eller; and | 


if Ly the like Argument , 1 might _— ot 
ollows © 


Es - 0 ns 


OE F 


folloming Diſcourſe to the bined Juba of Ju- 
nior Readers, Ti ſhall reckim my: ſelf bound to 
thank God always, upon every remembrance 
of its good Effets, that he put ſuch a Defign into 
my heart, and enabled me in any meaſure to a pers 


formance of it. Tam ſure, That I cannot be, reas 


ſonably ſuſpeRed of ſerving the ends of Vain: glo- 


ry by it, and therefore ſhall not here: ratſe ſuch a 
ſuſpicion by making the leaſt Apology. for its plain- 
neſs; forthat7 have fincerely ftudied, as far mare 
likely, to affet the heart, and. be attended With a 
Divine Bleſſms, than the moſt pleaſant and:rartifi>. 
cial ſound of words. 

Tt ought not to be conceal 'd (if it could be) that 
may « excellent and valuab/e Authors, have with 
vaſtly more advantage, 4s well as in mth laroer 
Treatiles , written to the [ame purpoſe ; and I 
freely acknowledee, that 1 ſhould tnink my Pains 
im this very well "be [towe , af 7 it did but help tO re- 
vive the ſerious peruſual of ſome of them, which 
having been publiſhed ſome tim? fo e, may be now 
perhaps forgotten”, or t99 much neol: ed.” He 
that comes after all th:ſe, hath great Examples 
to follow, which I am very conſcious of doms afar 
off; but I know, That God makes ſe of ſeveral | 
Inſtrument, and Means bt bis own Work ; 5 ane d many: 
times thoſe, who are under the leaſt Temptation of 
caking his Glory (if be proſper them) to them- 
{s: YES, 


,, ſelves; fer he bath-choſen the weak 'things of 
' the world to\ confound the'mighty ; and it is 
poſſible ta him,to make a poor Lamp in an earthen 
Pitcher, as fatal to the Devil's Kingdom, as things 
of that kind once were to the Hoſt of Midian. And 
therefore in- humble Hope of God's effeftual Work- 
ings by it, T ſend 'it forth into the World, earneſtly 
beſeeching him, who is the Fountain of Light and 
Grace , that it may be unprofitable to none that 
read it, that it may be in a particular manner uſeful 
to thoſe that heard it , and ſolicited this Publi- 


cation; | 


ages 7: 20. 
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Early ViRory over Saran. 


: JOHN Il 13. (Middle Part.) 


1 write unto you, young men, becauſe ye 
have overcome the wicked one, —— 


HERE is ſuch a fulneſs in the 
= Scripture, as truly renders it 
: a perfed# Rale, and Capable of 
BR roughly farniſbing unto all 
A good works both the man of 

S& God, and the babe 2» Chriſt; 
IE for it does fo /auzrably accommo- 
S Mate it {elf to the various caſes 
and rſons, that none need to be at 
a loſs for particular direQion, if they will faithfully 

| feekit here. As every one's general Duty is pney 
laid down, fo our moſt /pecial' Duties are deſcribed 
likewiſe, which ariſe from the ſpecial circumſtances 
wherein we' ftand. And' among. other things, the 
Holy Ghoſt is pleas'd to confider our differing Ages, 
for which reaſon he makes uſe of the beloved Difci- 
ple's Pen here-in the Text, to write to three ſorts, 
B Fat hers, 


Matt. 13. 23. 


Pſalm 44.1, 


2 Kings 4.18: 


e Neceſſity and Advantage of 


Fathers, Toung men, and little Children ; and he 
writes that which was properfor them all, according 
to thoſe meaſures of /p;ritual improvement and profi- 
ciency, which they might be juſtly ſuppos'd tomake. 
All that receive the ſeed into good ground, do not 
bear equal fruit ; ſome bring forth an handred fold, 
ſome ſixty, and ſome thirty : Now if. we were.to ap- 
ply-this;to'thoſe; three ranks of perſons which have 
been mentioned, it would-be expeQed that - the Fa- 
thers ſhould produce an hundred for their ſhare, the 
Young Men ſixty, and the Children thirty. 

The Diſtribution made in:this Verſe, 15 exceeding 
pertinent : 1. 1 write unto you, Fathers, becauſe you 
have known him that is from the beginning. Fathers 
are men of experience, and moſt converſant with 
Antiquity ; often diſcourſing of men that have ex- 
iſted , and things that have been done long ſince ; 
therefore-it 15 their; peculiar accompliſhment; tobe 
eminently acquainted with the Eyerlaſting God with 
him who was, before any thing'elſe began tobe. 2; 
write unto you, young men, becauſe ye have overcome the 
wicked one. Perſons . at this age are commonly re. 
markable for theiraQivity, frequently delight in 245 


_ ltary Exerciſes, and areambitious of conqueſt ; and) 


therefore in. the: lower of their years it becomes:them- 
t.o be:valiant So/dters of Chrift.; and if through Grace 
they are made ſucceſsful againſt the enemies of their 
Souls, it is their greateſt honour. 3. I write unto you 
little children, berauſe ye have known the Father, Tnfan- 
cy and:Childhood is not a ſeaſon of much knowledge!; 
but yet, .even then, we uſually areableto diſtinguiſh 
our Parexts from other men; and therefore a fantife- 
ed underſtanding of God, who is far-more-to us than 
our zatural Progenitors, ſhould grow up with us be-. 
tuNEs, 


. an Early V/iRory; over Satan. 


times: And indeed, if ' in. our tender years; when 
we firft beginto ſpeak, and diſcover ſome buddings of 
;reaſan, we are taught to have ſome proportionable 
ſenſe of our Father in Heaven, who hath formed our 
ſpirits within #s, tis an: happy preſage of our future . 
increaſe in Divine Wiſdom, - - 
. But intending this Diſcourſe chiefly for the inftty- 
Aion of. the ſecond. ſor; T ſhall more largely: handle 
- what is written:to them:and accordinglyIpropoſe this 
Do@rinal Truth, as the foundation of the whole, That 


'. Anearly Safforg over the wicked _ is the wodlihy . . Oh. 
aut of young perſons. | 
-;: Tn proſecucing this; 1 ſhall catliiviit to ſhew * | 
I. Whos this withed one, | I. 
IT.. What it is to overcome him. IT. 
HE; How: it canibe {aid of ' any perions* in' this III. 
world, that they have overcome: him ? 
LV < Why this is the: peculiar Duty of: young IV. 
; ones? 
V. Apply 1 It. : V. 


Firſt, - To ſhew who is this wicked one, for be. i = 1 

expreſt: here in the" fi m_—_ number, ( Fn TIoyi- 
0.) + 

I do not find this 7;#le oiven in Scripture to any 
but to. Satan, and to Antichriſt his Firſt-born. | 
Satan it is twice given by our Lord himſelf; Ts Matt. r3. 19- 
: cometh the' wicked one and catcheth away \that which hs 
fown'in his heart; which 1s elſewhere attributed'ito \,. I” 
the Dewzl, in the Explication of thevery fatme'Para- 
ble. Apain, the tares are the chilaren of the wicked gut. 13.79 
one ({ays Chriſt) which in plainer terms, is the ch#/- 
dren of the Devil, as the lame kind of perſons are 
:{tiled in other places. It is the CharaGter given to 

B 2 him 


4 
Epheſ. 6.17, p 
I6. . 


zJohn 3. 12, 


5. I8. 


2 The, 2: 8, 
Dan. 17: 36. 


1Jdha 4. 4- 


= " Pp 4 - ja” > > 
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him once by Paz; forthe ſame Adverfary whom: he 
calls: the' Devil 19 one verſe, he entitles the wicked, 
(or wickee one, asthe ward might be render'd) in 
another: It is given to him twice more byJohs in this 
very Epiltle - Not 4&4 Cain, who ms of that wicked one, 
meaning the »urtherer from the beginnize. And a- 
gain; he-who 15 begatien of Gad,' keeperh himfelf,, and 
that wicked one' (who is emphatically ſo) #oxcherh hin 
#ot, The ſame ewe is once put upon Artichriſt ; 
and it is no wonder, for his comme is after the work-. 
ing of Satan: Then ſhall that wicked (or lawleſs oxe 
4 &vquocy. relembled formerly by: Avriochns ,.. who did 
according to his Arbitrary will) be revealed, &c. If we 
look tq' Antichrifts Pedigree, Conftitution, - and 
Practice, this Charafter will be found much more. 
agreeing to him, thag.thae blaſphemouſly aſſumed: 
Title: of Hrs Holrmeſt, which: the Roman Profelites - 
readily beftow upen their Infamous Fad. 
Now *tis:evident enough, that Antichriſt is:not - 
here meant in the Text by the wicked one; for how - 
could they. be ſaid tohave overcome him, thathad or 
yet appear 'd; the myſtery of iniquiy was then work- 
is, but nat brought forth: mer 4Antichrifls were 
riſen , very dangerous and HereticalSeducers (fuch 
as our Modern-oppoſers of the Godhead of Chriſt) but- 
the Antichrift:did not diſeover hamſelf to the. world 
call a great while after: Ir muſt therefore: be Saten, 
whonthe-Spicit of God here intends; he being our 
principal enemy without us, though xedly all 
his Officers: and Emiſſeries, his Agents and In/irn- 
werls in the: world are included under him, as-the - 


. objeQts of our-holy Vittery ; for fo 'tis hinted after- 


wards; Te are of Ged, little chilarev,.. and have over - 
But 


« 4 : : my *y 3 L : , =y CY þ ”- j 6, "<2" : . go wo 
1: 1 EA Yy-Oper SG >” 
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--But then ic maybe inquir'd;. why-are thoſe vaft + -- 17! ||| 
ww/titudes of ' Apoltate' Spirits, 'whom we have to ll 
combar with, ſer forth and repreſented as a ixple 4d- 
werſary? What an innumerable Company of fallen Angels 
may we well ſuppoſe , when a Leon of them.could 
be- ſpar'd to- take up their quarters in 'one Man? Mark ;. g. 
What therefore {howld'be the reafor- that'they are 
mn contrated and ſumm'dupimo a wicked ave? Ian- 
wer, | 

x. In oppeſition to Chrift, wha 1s ftited the Holy Ads 3. 14. 
Oxe. Our-Lord Jefus, and: the Ruler of thei darkue(3 
of this World, arethe Heads of two contrary Parties ; | 
they have' their diſtin Seeds, . between'whom there: | 
is a rooted and incurable Emiry; they baverwo op- lf 
poſite Kingdoms, and govern by quite contrary Laws. | 
What concord' hath Chriſt with Belial? And:therefore : Cor. 6. 15. 
as Chriſt is 006 (not divided; nor mattiptied;forrhere 
is but one. Medraror, and this-1s he); fovis be that we 1 Tim. 2. 5.--||| 
litates againſt him, deſcrib'd as one likewiſe: > . | 


; 
[ 
' 

fis 


[ 
if 
i 
| 


| 


i 
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| 
| 
2. In reſpe& of thoſe any moral Evils, which are. | 
reduced to.:one Orjpize/ in him,, The Devil-is the | 
er Parixs of mot of the Sins,and of all che Sinners | | | 
m the Werld ; the/pgreateft: part of the Evilscom+ i! 
mitted, are by his Fattigation ; and che Perfons com- { 
mitting them ,' are his filthy. Of-/prine: | It. is laid 
down asan umverfal Propoſition, H+ that commurteth ; John 1. s.: | 
fin, is of the Devil, The ſeveral forts of Tranfſgre{- | 
fors have all ove Father, for'God acknowledges none, 
bur fuck as are renewed, .and heovrron again. | Satan 
teacheth the wicked ones his ways, and makes them do bre-- 
. The Evil Spirits have oze that is'a chief among. 
Pa: ci or rhe ripe arY S -0 
Prince of '#he Devils ? And why does our Lord peak — 


Judges 20. 1. 


IT. 


Marth. 25.41- Dfithe:Divitiand his 


1: Conſent; as being' perfeRly Confederate: 


IYY 


FF. 
| 0 " 


\NCCEfRry< dS SAVUNE ARE 0 | 
Anze/s £1 Thismtimates fome pre. 
heminenceandeommang,orit:willicemito be ſpoken 
invain..'[t is very ptobable that the Rirgleader 1h the 
firft:Rebellion (for which -they..were immediately 
expellid out of -Heaven):.4s fill-the Pr4igenr.of that 


2. intetrial-Socicty ;: he: that gave:ſuch' a; wretghedjſEx- 


ample; does yet exerciſes kind of Authority;!+ 11; 
-1:41 Theyate all aviteg:1b their; [atere/ts andrbblack 
Deſigns. They are univerſally animated by the ſame 
Sprric of maligaity , and unweariedly purſue, the 
ſame -pernicipus\ead-,;1a:the general Aſſembly of 4/3 
7 ac4 at; Mizpeh, they are ſaid to be-gathered togethtr as 
ane man;io there: is a. molt eatire Conjunitipn of all the 
Devils/in Helb-to' promote the dilhongur of: God,; and 
the ruin.of Souls to the very-uttermoſt. Their Wiles 
and! Policies:do all .meet,. their S7rergthand Force is 
all-joyn'ditogether;: What is done,..they.do with oye 
againſt ; our 
Lord, and'againſt-us.- : - do Hieigar watt 
k PHP" 8 W's ei» {oo of da 1Þ : 
_ Secondly; What is it to overcome this wicked-qne ? 
Toopen: this the. more fully, L would da theſe; three 
thiogs:{i 2, Undeceiyethole; who fatisfy themſelyes 
with a great. deal leſs HetuoipLeteeſe's: ; .262R6- 
move:the miſtakes-of 'thoſe;; whio:think zwre neceſſa- 


-, ry, :thanzxdeed 550.1134 Shew wherein real Vidtory 
conſiſts. 183949] 


1,4 Tz undeceive:ſbch/as.content. themſelves with 
2 61:/{.than is truly requiz!d:to:our overcdming of 
the Devil: As; B16 3 AU AD T2BH. AQ BUT 20) ONGC? 

1. A Renunciation of him and of his works in Bap- 
5/251 'not- enough to--overcome him. Such a for- 


__ _ _ amd asfianceis oftenaccompaniedand-followed with a 
1 eral ſubjedon, > Thewpplication :of-- the Zoker of 7he 


covenant 


an Early Ct 5 or OPER \« ataltac 
fs to Simen Magar,did-not diſcharge him from 
tne vora; 
thei Croſs of - Ghriſs.y have been-{plemaly.cngagid +9 
fight mn that banner. - The Devil ar pr; oth 
ower over ſome. vilible {protefſed Chriftians,, who 
wm taken the Redeemer's\Badge,upon them, than 
over, the moſt barhazous and byuitiſh Heathen 4:;.as 
the Uncircymciſed: Nations of -old-did him {e/5 ſervice 
than ſome. profligate. Jews, whole Dedication to-God 
had been ſealed by Circumciſion. There'is no Ordinance 
of God which wonks as a Cham, without being pra-: 
Qically improved for. our defence againfigur-Spiri- 
tual Enemies, ',.If we only -give our Names to. the 
Lord, .Satan, may ftill keepasmuch as, hedeſires; and 
be as; truly our Sovereign, as if we had.ſworn' Allegi- 
ance to.him,., + SW 1301180; 
2, | Aneſcape from groſs Pollutions i notenoughs. A 
man.imay. be | as; ablohutely-eonquer'd :by:Sprirituad 
Wickedneſſes, as by any other. Unſeen defilements 
do as effeQuually maintain and; ſupport:the Devil's 
Empire 1g. the ſoul; as the, moſt opendebaucheries in 
the life. ; Joward /»/ings anſwer bis purpoſe, as we!l 
as..outward ſenſualigies 3 the: habitual 5#7ing up of 
the hearts as wellasthe;pride of countenance, -or va- 
nity. of apparel, . He that:/#16{s phe deſires of the mind, 


tho ;not the ds/ires of the fleſh, (till walks according to Eph. 2. 5, 


the prince of the power of the air. No atts are ſoſcan- 
dalous, but that impure zhoughts and. vile & th 
will keep as firm poſſeGion-for the Devi, as they do. 
A ain mind is his ſafe harbour, tho'he do not betray 
his influence by a notoriouſly vain converſation. | A 
lurking fin in. the boſom will be the- Pillar .of his 
Throne, when: the. behaviour appears moſt innocent 
and blameleſs. : | 


of, iniquity. . Many. of the worlt, everries. of ARS 8 13, 23. ||| 
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. Luke 9. 55. 


_ Tv = 
> .» -> 
Luke 11. 21. 


'Nece 


The'Neceſfity and Advantage of 
3. A refaſal of + 


hoſe- Temptations 'which are nor 


- adapred to' our peculiar corfiuptions, is not enough. - If 


we would impartially"and exattly know, | Whether 
the Tempter be too hard for us or not ? Whether he 


is Conqueror, or we are ſo? We muſt know what ſpr- 


rit we are of, and\which way the %/as of our Natural 
Temper''yaws us. We 'mnſt not make thoſe caſes 
the” Te# where the Devil ſb99ts wide, ' and' offers ſug- 
geſtions that we have little'or- no inducement within 
us to comply with, bat where he diret#y hits our dar- 
ting luſts, and lays che delightful bait before us,” It 
may be, we can' drive him from all-his fender Fortife- 
catiojs, when he is ſolliciting us to other fins, but cati 
we' beat him out of his frony-hold, or ſtand againft 
him when he falls ;» with the ſtream of our own linful 
inclinations ?' If the Mozey had not wrought upon 
Fudas's Covetonſneſs," perhaps hisheart (as bad «5 it 
was:) would never have been allured into ſobaſea 
Treaſon. -- F- 2500 yas 4028 oY exa3il 
4.) A living in wndifturbed Security, 1510 ſufficient 


_ evidence of our 'overcoming the Devil, but rather 
_ gives ſuſpicion of the bord £ | They that are leaſt 


trokbled', are generally" moſt under the ' prevailing 
powePot Temptation. Tti5 not for Satan's intereſt to 
terrify, where he reigns without zontronl; it much 
more concerns him to feed our preſamprions, and toll 
us aſleep by a falſe peace, leſt he Bly my, ſhould 
make way for our Converſien. Tf the Devil ſhould 

ordimrily perplex and diſquiet his own 'SnbjeAs; they 
might bethin{ themſelves of Thaking off his yoke ; 
and therefore he ſtrives for the moſt part to make his 
Government eaſy, by #upi/ying thoke that fubmit to 
it. When we are leaſt {or F41 of the Devil's oppoſi- 
tion, it is certainly moſt fatal; this is no ſign of our 
getting 


an Early Vitor) over Satan. © 

ing ground againſt him, but proves that he hath 
pre Apoighty | ubdued and vanquiſhe w, and that 
he now keeps us at his own beck, 

Secondly, To remove their miſtakes, who make 
themſelves uneaſy by imagining thoſe things neceſſary 
to our overcoming of the Devi), which are not. As 

x. It is not necefſary, that we ſhould be able to 
free our ſelves from renewed Temptations. Satan's final 
rebuke 15 not to be expeRted while we are here in the 
World. How many reps//es ſoever he meet with, we 
mult look for fre{b Aſſaults; how oft ſoever we put 
him to:#ight, he will afſuredly be- 7»vading us again. 
The Kzng of Iſrael had ſmitten the Syvars with a ve- 
ry. great ſlaughter, and yet the Prophet 'warned him, 
that at the return of the year, the King of Syria would 
make another attempt. So it is here; the Devil's 
Pomer may be broken, but (till there will be repeated 
diſcoveries of his fry ; he will never give \up- his 
Caule, nor be os? of hope, till weare out of reach inthe 
unmovable Kingdom, and poſſelt of the incorruptib! 
inheritance. | 

2. It is not <0F" 25 290% neceſſary to our overcom- 
ing in the Goſpel-ſenſe, that we ſhould be Conquerors 
over him 7» every particular Temptation. He that is 
never brought to give his de/rberate Conſent, 'may yet 
be foil'd by an «awilling Surprize. Satan s prevalen- 
Cy is not to be concluded from every Sin of infirmity 
or weakneſs ; for who then ſhould be ſaved? Or who 
then is recovered out of his Snere? The bruiſed Serpent 
1$-go0t Utterly diſabled from picrciong us with his 
Sting. When: the fiery Darts of the Devil are conti- 
nually flying .ſo zh7c& and viſt as they do, it is not 
to be imagin'd that every one of them ſhould be 
quencht as ſoon as _ A Man, who does not 

out 


1 Kings 20. 


21,22. 


Epheſ. 4. 27- ouz.of- Fe, 00 mjheegi iinp/de 1 the Devik; 
(which-is the main;thiog:thabrbbApaſtle forbids and 

cautions againſt) may. nevertheleſs '|be] ſometimes 

over-power'd by IMifnc/: 1 1 1 e 

- 3+. 16.1s not: neceſſary that: we ſhould enjoy the'cer- 
tain 4nd, camfartable! Perſuafics of: this overcoming» in 
our-own - minds; [: *T4s :poflible:to; hnve:rhe: Fiory, 
and for. the Enemy: te be ou to-flight , abd yet the 
Duſt and. Smoak may be fo great; thac we: may not: 
ſee or know it. | Many a weak (and yerſincere) belie* 
ver-under aark and melancholy Clouds, does think him< 
ſelf conguered,;.when' he'is atithe ſame'time more chad 
 Coanguefore: It:is. theiſual methodiof Saftamtoufrieht 
- oſt; where he: capable of hurting haſte»: He finds. 
it no hard thing at ſonte particular ſeaſons toiſcare us' 
with imaginary Wounds ; as Facob mourned” for' his: 
Gen. 37. 3:, 99N Joſeph, ſuppoſing; him to be 2orniw pieces}: when. 


3J+ his Gear 4s. only  dipt i iu blood,cby the! eifice:of his ; 
malicious Brethren, tocover the'delufion: 'He makes ; 


us believe , that weihive; race//dchis''Tempeations;' 
when we have with greateſt /oathing: rejefedthem;; 
and that he hath faſtened the: gujlc and: defilement 
ypon z/, when the Siz:/ies no where: but atihis. avm 
dgor.. 1: ran T ar rs 9891 OH 990 

_ 4. Tts not abſolutely.neceflaxy; tpauripverchming 
of him, .thar, there ſhould: I a«.coral.extinguiſbine of 
that principle 10 our ſelves; which arſpofes us toyield -. . 
to. him, } The treacherous party.in our; own Breaſts 
will. not\be. uttenly; deſtroyed;,, tho:the: External ds: 
verſary, be routed: Nor dogs any: Nan 54 Femprarion' 
wholly, oppeſe; that Temptation , thocherds per the 
maſjery.of is in the end. Irdmelling\ Sin. inthe belt of 
Saints will ſide with the Tempter;' and';/er rhemi ar? 
variance againſt themielves«.../Fhe: Believer in ſuch!» 
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3 caſs;.-is like — pp ae ePaper ; 
_—_ byſvirtue:of itholt a og which are 
tan t6 him;! (of Which more aftetwards). There 
4s always'a war iz.vhr Members', 20d too often a Cap- Rom. y. 23: 
tivity "there is at the beft;' a Con rf #nd on Vin 
within, whithSaran\gers flea bo frotn, AY 
mot #4: winch he covers'and m9 phe 5J0\, 2-0 
Thirdly, To ſhew wherein the real Conficſ PH 
Devil-lies/! This: Paſprree/ inay te aflty be* gather'd 
from'the foregoing Negatives, and-rherefore hd par- 
ticulars need-ro be: bitbriefly hinted, As 
6.:074/| The: Deviliawrulyvud ame, when. his Seat' is 
ahrdwn down; andan'end/ put to-his allowed: [Dons#91- 
9Y7 If hebe wepoſels paw ery uſurpt ewe "and 
notiſuffered'ro' Ren} He CY Tt'is 
| Power. which: he aims at; and —_—_ _ Cort- 
tent: withour' the exerciſe of c4f (he canine Lord 'it 
over theiSout;, vandfway he Shepter Hers] he 18fes 
bisoud. .cWhorefoever Chriftis-bup as King," = 
appointed. to be ibtad Chy: the Soal's free: choite; as wel roſea 1. 11. 
a3 God's: mw ers ogg" Satan's dries? 4 af- 
tex; his-T'rimphal Charior,) You'whem Jeſts go 
axerns; are- under: vittorious Grace," a Nnotithe ſer 


ea/lbenctiof ſinful1Temprarians. 21) 
== knows no midate Cordicioh mans = 


Ge upon our _ > _ Hing wang Wife 
2; The Devil. is: deed'0 vobertors; Sec a5 we 
continue reſiſting” hich ,. tho'!we fiſh: voattuge Aſſantrea 2 


aL 


by .him-» :If-ywe  Pouvby PYVAN} We make Him _ 4+ T- 
ithb:do nix? previituvdrudoe do WHEL pr 

gain? himi;:as tony awhe Is "61 ew/cHtvin'd, Tek ._ - 
eftlred, "It doesnorferve the Devif's purpole mect= + © | 
_ Ta nt us by: an as unkeſs hexan thereby 


araw 


72) 


'Gen. 19. 9. 


Mic. 7. 8. 


a Tim. 4. 7. 


Rev. 2, 1. 


 dyaw forth our'Corraption. A'Gariſon that defends it 


ſelf, and gives continual Repullſes to 'the Enemy, 
acquits it felf very well, tho the Enemy do nor re- 
tire, or abandon the Siege. So, if the door of 
the heart be ſtill kept ſhut againſt the Tempter , 

tho the Devil (like:thoſe Sodomztes iniLot's caſe) do 

preſs ſore upon us, and come near to force it, Victory 

attends us, 

3. The Devil is really overcome, when we reco- 
wer from the Sin into which we are fallen, by /eriows 
Repentance, He hath accompliſht the /zaft half of 
his deſign, in making of us Criminals, except he can 
keep us impenitent. Our returning to: God: will (in 
ſome reſpett) undo all the work of the Devil, We 
may ſay in this caſe, as the Church does, Reoyce 
not againſt me, oh mine Enemy ; when 1 fall, T ſhall 
ariſe. Qur falls by Sin do not pleaſe and gratify Sa- 
tan ſo much, as. our rife again by renewed. Con- 
verſion does fruſtrate and d:ſappoint him. | When 
he hath caſ# ws into the mire, he ſtill miſſeth his 
principal airn , unleſs. he can perſwade us to wal- 
low in it. He that's overtaken with a fault , and 
ſpeedily veftored ,” cannot be look'd upon as Sa- 
tan's prey. The Tetnpter hath-no' cauſe to boaſt, 
if God ka us by his Grace, fo that we dye nor of 
our Wounds. | 5 

4. The Devil is overcome, if God brizg us off with 
viffory in'the cloſe of all our conflitts, He that at the 
finiſhing of his courſe can ſay, F have kept the faith, 
may allo ſafely pronounce, - {heve fought 4 good: fight. 
The Battel may go againſt #s ſeveral times throughout 
the Day, but if. in the Evening our warfare iſſue well, 
we ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death. The Devil 
very often comes down againſt us i» great wrath, _ 
makes 


an Early Vierory.« 


makes very violent onſets; and we may be /eiz/d and ll 
retaken many 'a time before the end comes ; but the ; 
end will determine all, and if thar be ſucceſsful, the | 
reward is ours. Many 4 time have thiy afflifted me Pſatm 129.2. || 
from my youth ({ays the Church, of another fort of | 


Enemies) yet they have not prevailed againſt me ; 7. e. 
they have not abſolutely prevailed ; for after all, I 
have emerged, and do ſtil! /zb//F, In ſhort, the bleſ- 
fing of that Tribe be'ongs to believers, concerning 
w 


om dying Jacob prophelied, that 4 7roop ſhould Gen. 49. 19. 
overcome him, but he ſhould overcome at the laſt. | 

The 2h:ird thing 15, to open how it can be ſaid of II, || 
any perſons inthis mortal) ſtate, That they have over- | 


paſt. (veriirgre) Some perhaps may ſay, what 1s 
this, but to make them triumphant before rhe time, 
and encourage them to {cr »p thetr banners belore the 
danger is over? 'T hat this may not therefore be mil- 
underſtood, theſe five tollowing things are proper to 
be confider'd. 

1. Every Believer hath overcome 7x Chriſt as his | 
head, We are more thax conquerors through him that [a+ -Rom. 8. 37, 
ved us, becauſe he hath ſo glorioufly conquered for lf 
us. He bids his Diſciples to be of good cheer, becauſe John 16 33. if 
he had over come the word ; and upon the ſame accounts | 
we may take comfort from his overcoming the Devil, 
becauſe he did it as a pnblick perſon, and therefore it 
turns to our advantage. Our Gezeral tought a fingle- 
Dael, which gives ſucceſs to his whole Army, Thie 
Second Adam gained as much on the behalf of his ſpiri- 
tual Seed by overcoming, as the Firſt Adam loſt 
to his natural Poſterity: by being overcome. Our 
Lord having ſpoikd Principalities and Powers, his faith- Colof. x. 15. \ 
ful SubjeQs may a;lo irinmphrover the mw. 


comethe wicked one ; for it is here expreft as a thing 
| 


x Cor. 1, I8, 
24. 


oloſ, 1, 13. 
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- 2; Behevers haveovgrcome rm hope andexpettation. 
They, have the prom:/e of God to-afture:them,  thatiin 
a a7 of perſevering: watclifulneſs, and; humble :dili- 


'.. . gence, they ſhall be finally del;wered out of the mouth of 


the Lian; and therefore they do as ſecurely reſt and 
depend upon it,. as if their deliverance were: obrainid 
already ; tho they do not flatter themſelves by:it into 


flothful: and- careleſs Preſumption. - Now: there - is 


fo little haz :rd in truſting to-God with. our Salvati- 


on, who hath fully undertaken (after this manner) 


ro effe& it, that they which are caled, and they 
which are ſaved, are but two Denominations for the 
ſame: Perſoxs. And thoſe things which may with ſuch 
confidence be expeRed, are in ſome ſenſe, as if they 
were adtually had, [i , 
3. They have overcome in- deſire and reſolution. 
They are ſecking and ſtriving for the maſtery, and are 
in ſome regards impatient-till they 'get-1t., :{The vi- 
Qtorious Palms are in their exe, and they think it 1 
till they have them in their hayds. No fiebtiof :afftix 
&10ns is ſo ſharp and tedious to them, as theſe encoun- 
ters with polluting temptations, If they had their 
wiſh, they would not remain contending with A4mas 
lek in the valley, but get up into the' mount,” and cans 
verſe with God.* However, their | fixed: purpoſe. of 
heart is, to hold out ſo long as God thinks fit-to: de- 


lay their diſcharge : they will continue warring, : till 
the very moment of their extrazce 7nto peace; and are 


{et to reſift evil, as othersare to dv it. - Now: he that 
ſeriouſly determines .in; himſelf; -to make: ne werer-. 
meat with Hell, may anſwerably-promiſe himſelfam 
happy iſſue of:hisoppoſir#0x t$0-itÞ: 3111 innit ny 1 0 

4-\They have overcome zz part, they. are ſnatch'd 
out of Satan's juriſdiction, and zra»flited: (by aiwork 
of ſanEtification) into the Kingdom of Chriſt, They 
have 


an Early Piftory:over Sabin; \ 
have. gamed #:4,y vidorier, which-are'as ſo,many 
Earnekts'and Plethges: of the: 12f ; they have eſcap'd 
the rage of the murtherer of ſouls /evera/ times ;- and 
this comfortable experience emboldens them' to be- 
lieve that they ſhall eſcape-it. - God hath kept them 
in this and that, and the other hony.of temptation ; and 


from thence they juſtly collect the certiinty of their 
future preſervation 3 | and '2n theidanguage of the 
Scripture, that: which is-certainly+fature;, is often : 


ſet forth as preſent or paſt. i 1/1 
5. They may very well be-{aid-to:have overcome, 
becauſe it-1s bur a very /ittte while before their war- 


fare will be accampliſh'd ; the:Holy Ghoſt puts us'in_ 
mind that it will-be ſhortly ;. and what will ſhortly q,,, . 


be, 1s as good as doue. Our blefſed Lord upon the 
rear approach of his death, cries out, 1 have finiſhed 
the work, &c, which could not be ftrialy faid till 
he had given up the ghoſt, for he was made perfet# 


through his dying ſufferings; :and yet becauſe his work - 


then wanted ſo little of being compleated,” he tells 
his Father, I have done it. So 3s ſoon as the thiz wa- 
pour of this bodily life vaniſhes away,our triumph will 
begin, and it can beno very conſiderable ſpace before 


that does ſo. Our whole time which we uu here up- - 


on Earth, 1s'but a- zarrow edge on this: ſide of Eterni- 


ty.; and therefore mhen 4 few days are come; this will | 


be verified of the faithful, which is now ſpoken by 


#. , S , 
anticipation ; Te have overcome the wicked one. 


The /ourththing| is to give the Reaſons! why 'ris 


the. peculiar-duty of young ones toi endeavourianearty . 


victory overthis: wicked one. ' + Of many that might 
be: named, I propole only theſe which follow. 
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Johan 17. 4. 
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LV. . 


1 Sam. 8. 11. 


2 Kings 2. 23. 


Pſalm 58. 3. 


ſaiah 9. 18. 


Tim. 3.13. 


The Neceſfury and Advantage of 


Firſl, The Devil takes poſſeſſco» of us betimes , e- 
ven from the womb, As thereare /ufts which begin to 
wer againſt the ſoul, when it firſt inhabits the body, ſo 
there are t:mptations propounded, which work upon 
thoſe luſts. The Prince of this world hath his Infantry 
at his command ; as it was foretold concerning Sau, 
that he would rake the ſons of the Iſralites [a righte- 
ous puniſhment of the folly of the P.crenrs in deſiring 
him] and appoint theas to run before his Chariots, The 
w/c+ed one often times influences thoſe that are ſcarce 
arriv*d to the exerciſe of Reaſon, to vent their pro- 
phane ſcoffs againſt Religion ; as he taught the /:rrle 
Children of the City to mock a venerable Propher. 
How frequently does he that was a /yar from the be- 
ginning, dictate lies to thoſe that are newly crept out 
of their Cradles! We are born Chzlaren of Hell ; not 
only expoſed to the wrath of Gol, but in a ſtate of 
vaſſalaze to the Devil, and as ſoon as our Members 
can be moral inſtruments in his ſervice, they are yield- 
ed up-to it. As the Idolatrovs Jews of old made 
their ſons and their daughters to paſs through the fire to 
Mcl ch; \o the leaſt piece of Adam, is as a bravd in 
the common burning , till God comes to pluck it 
out. | 

Seconaly, The power of the Devil is every day in- 
creas'd, the longer we continue under it. Therefore 
wickedneſs 1s truly ſaid to bury as the fire; which, after 
it is once kindled byhis breath in our combuſtiblematter, 
runs along and ſpeeas very faſt, and becomes more and 
more irrefiltible. Evil men,who are under the conduct 
of the evil Spirit,cannot but wax worſe ad worſe.They 
who are in the ſnares of the Devil, find new entangle- 
ments daily ; and whea he can plead preſcription for 
his reſidence in us,'tis the harder to remove him. The 
Diſciples 
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a3nghe Golpel} which hadwonr patathrn tf hs 
Satanis8afier and ſooner «fied. at the firfd beforahe or 1 .norst 
hath rooted. bimſc}f,..and«beeo.confirintilimobisi its 
righteous Texte, 1 When younte' given upto hirh 
by yourown AZ, God may\giveyouupin judomients 
y0u -644/c;/10u,enemnifot your leader; \and:Godbacks + : 7 
that choice with#/s /extence, [that itrſhall beias/you 
deſire to have it. -! So.that if;0u cannot run with .fooks Jerem. 14, 5: 
mens, how can; you contendiwith horſes! If:you.atenot E 
able to withſtand the. Devil.now,: when'he hath pof 
feſſed you (egmpwratively) but alittle while, bow. will 
you. do wheg his Kjngddm is more efteblifh?d?. The fin 
Act af ia haydreds: or eighty, orfintyjeerroldy is much 
faftrri bound inthe! Devils iexters,;.than thecfinneri'sf 
gwentÞi offi dab WAN aooy avg 00 aa) Iafmbit 
.3»\ Thirdly; Yaurrotrpliancewith charming telnpti- 37 
#4t/0ns.now,\ will. furniſh Satan with »marrer bf tor- 
enenting inſtions againityoninyous riper.yearcand 
perhaps toiEternity; '-How:comfortableaiflection 
4 ,, whena man-can-appealto:God withthe holy 
Pr aPReF: IM ſorml hath'mot been polluted (arileait, 2not Ezek. 4. 14. 
ay wu Hfally) i frommy- youth\up; _ till | 
OW, AULIDE franſZrafions a6 mioaitzeyaf yoatrhMaye Job 13.26; ||| 
Jain a4 a0 Vacurderthes mpg Jerghus Beditenemring- PAL 25-7 = || 
BY: ears after mfr wonmanpre more 
| then, bave.brea.dadigfdlonn theinn/4ave.icÞhe | 
p hog YagitzesAnd folkes that timezarecomimon- wa 
reveng'd\with-&/Graihbvg;Iterrors.; more. \particns 
larly; when the Sinaen comestahisevildays,; wherein 
bY 45 ar kenadypand thaitleads creme. Theak 
the fins:which heſhath committed longragoy avill pres 
lent themlelyts ta him/jies@cadyrtoidnidonie with bibs 
in the duſt; when heganyoſout thecwarks of she'\De. 
vil.no longer, ——— th102%1 __ - 
cartns 


” < © 
8 . 
bs p 


Jerem. 31.19. 


John 8. 9. 


Ezek. 16, CTO.. 


The' Neceſſity ud Advititags of 
ear, and accompany him (if unrepetitts of } to 
Hell: Returning Ephroim was aſhamed #nd con- 
founded; becauſe he bore\the reproach of his youth ; t 6; 
of his youthful «nrawcd wantorineſs.' And thoſe Fews 
chat were — by _- own _— » went ont 
ene by one, beginning at the eldefl even to the liff': Be» 
probe at the eldett to aac x had 
of rheir own increafed guilt, by greater length of 
time. Satan by this meens hath ſo much the more 
to upbraid us with ; and if the —_ wear out of our 
memory, they will not out of his. | 
Fourrh!1, There can be litelse hope of going #0 
yoar graves, (elpecially) with internal peite, except 
ou arc very carly/in' pour Conqueſts of the ' Devil, 
hen: you come within'view of the pit, it will be a 
diſmal /pe4acle to have your firſt debaucheries;* with 
all the tain of conſequent licentiouſneſs, fer before 
y,28. If you would have your evening clear, and not 
£5: dons © in « load, \you raft not fuſer the morning 
of your lives tobe overceſt and ſullied with 'orrb/al 
lifts. :\'$uchas have beets (the: foves of the Dewitt fb 
long, as from their very youth, may preatly-fear to 
de his Priſoners for ever; Tt is nov indeed. to be ſirp- 
posd,how any onecan overcome the /zfexcny, death, 
withaw this previousviRary over him hat hurth the poi 
ar of vearh. And how foon may that eaormy come-upot 
any of. ys, in our moſt right time of life, -with de: 
ſtrucive force /ike av armed man } How often'do we 
ſee God: atixg away one'with another, promiſcuoully, 
as he. fees, good? How many thouſands are quick- 
ly ſnatch'd away as\in'a moment, who propof'd'to 
themſelves mupy: jearsrocome?” [o that if they Had any 
9 of quitting the Devil's ſervice hereafter, yer 
inthe. day that” their haſty breath went forth , thofe 
thoughts ;periſbed together with themfelves.. Fifth 


a Bay K:00y OV Botan.. 
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plin'd men, who have been bred-»p: ro the wars from 
the very firſt, are-counted the flower of an Army, and 
the greateſt hopes are built upon their performance. 
God can indeed reach the fingers to fiohs, 'when the 
joents are ftif, and the parts are feeb/e, 1ns he inflructs 
the abngef when they eater the field; but to neglect 
preſent advantages in dependance upon God?s abſolute 
power, 1s very fooliſh and miſchievous preſumption. 
Ordinarily they handle and manage their - /prr5rnal 
weapons beſt, who have ried them longeſt. - | Eris ma- 
nifeſt, that cu//o-x 7» evil tends very: much to-harden- 


ing 3 the people of Samaria had the more regard to Si- At 8. rt. 


mon Magns, becauſe he had of a tony time bewitched 
them with his forceries. And fo an the other hand, 
enſtom in good is greatly helpful tothe new nature, and 
#s opetations; the Apoſtle gives the preheminence 


to thoſe that are of fl ape int Religion, becauſe by reae Hebr. 5. 14. 


ſon of uſe” they have their ſenſes exertiſed to diſcern, &C. 
The more vi 
the moreecaſily we ay get the reſt. 

Sixthly, The earlier we engage in this warfare, 
the more d-ar and delightful ſhail we be to God. As 
Satan deſires to have you, fo God deſires it, and 1» 
;M muſt he take it, to ſee you gratify an enemy hefore 
him ? But when young ones come and /iſt themſelves 
under Chriſt, they raviſh his very heart ; as John, who 
1s eminently ſti'ed zhe Diſciple whom Feſus loved, is 
generally ſuppos'd ro be the younceſt of them all. The 

Kindneſs of youth 1s eſpecially remembred, even when 
Saints come to their hozry hairs ;- as they ſhall carry 
the Birthright from elder finners (like Jacob from E- 
fan) lo they will be favoured more hizhly, than fuch 
as come 1n /zfe to God, and are born (as it were) ot 
| D 2 of 


all bet0'ca?ry it oy. We know that Diſci- 


ories we have gotten over temptations, 
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.? 
Gen, 43. 34- 


Prov. 20 29, 


Pſal. 22. 30. 


Judg. 8. 13. 


1Sam.17. 56, 


FAaric 1.13, © 
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of + ave. times: Among. all che.childrenof God; his 


 Benjamins wie tÞ þehis Deriings, .the/ors of his right 


hand ; .and common!y: their /5-of ſpiritual comfort 


is {arger than any of 'their Brethrens, 


ho Severtbly, It.wili be for'your greater;and more abur- 


Agpt howonr in both worlds., The wilamanfays, That 
the glory ofi young wen is. their fnemgth s tis indeedye- 
markab]y-{a; when #7ris4a{{trength goes along. wit 


watural 5; when, as the boxes are twoiftentd mith marrom, 
ſo the foal is like a watered Garden, -full with the jn- 
fluences of. grace, and free from the poyſonons weeds of 
Satan's planting..' This is the way tobe counted to the 
Lord for:ageneration.; or elfe you will be baſe. and con- 
temptible, and worſe thannothing inthe World, . Ir 
was double credit to Gidcon, that he return'd from bat- 
tel, and had diſcomfited the hoſt which he went againſt, 
before the ſun was up,,, And 10,it rajed the Reputati- 
on of: David, that.he-a Striping, prevailed pver the 
mighty Phil:ſtine..;- Therefore he:that would be a true 
man of rexown, 'let him. be. as David, and go forth in 
his youth againſt the 1mfernal Goliab.,.., This.is-theat- 
chievement which will render. you more honourable 
than the moſt in this world, and add to'your glory in 
the next alſo ;,your Throne in Heaven will be ſo much 

the more /;/ted ap, . and your Crows the brighter... .. 
Eiehthly, It will prove; the. beſt Security to you, 
from the. hurt of thoſe /ecu/ar Employments and Con- 
verſes, which. you are /aunchirg into. It is obler- 
vable, That our: Lord's. Signal Conflict with. the 
Fempter, was at.the.very extrapce of his Publick Life 
and Miniſtry. ' Our private Lite 15:1:/s 0b»0x:91,.10 
many things to Temptatation,, than when we, are 
got into the Croud and Hurry of Temporal Afairs, 
and of mixt Societies. The World is one of the De- 
vil's Seconds ;- but if we: Conquer the. God. of the 
World, 


'o W ® [& 


Wark wee make the beft proviſion for overcomtns the' 


IWurldilit ſelf: :i You; who: would make a: faferand-. 


profpþerdus: Yoy ge. overi:this deep: and wide Sex-of 
Temptations,” ought | to be well:fortified againſt the 
Tempter: at-your -fr/# /etting out, Moſt ' Perſons are 
eatians, of going into izfc#ed- places ,-unleſs they 
caxry\-lomie: [proper :42:/dotes about 'themppmd; un- 
queſtionably,wbehoves us. much 'more to vake care, 
that we may be unfported'm'a defiling: Worldgewhictd 
we cannot be, ſo long as the foul Spirit hath a predo- 
minant-Intereſt in us. | | 

.: Nynthly and Laſtly, You'may by this means be- 
come uletul. Ble{/izgs ix the midft'of the Lindgandprove 
inftrumental of reforming and fiving a very'degene- 
rate People;\that ſcem to be firred for deſtruttion, It 
theſe Nations be retriev'd from the:'Ruin that threa- 
tens them, | Satan muſt be caff down; and his Domi- 
nion ſubverted,. which::is: moſt likely'to be'done'by 


your:-bands.'i' Young ones are:compareditothe Arrows Plilm t27. 4, 
of 4.mighty an 4 and ?vis ſaid';” rhat»#bty ſhall: peat 5: 


with. the Entmies inthe. Gate, tis: too, notorious; 
that for many. years paſt, Wickedneſs hath yum down 
like a mighty Stream; how happy. would the King 
dom be;; 1 Jtherrifing. Gexer ation, would. unite their 
endeavours-forithe turning of-it!! TheoDevit hath got 
far more ground inthe preſent Age, than heretofore} 


and it,is your ſpecial. Province "to Fecover it from - 


him ; - for it cannot be -imagined ,: that ſuch as are 
come. to their feeble and declining years, who are 
gojng, off the Stage; and itmay be, in many caſes 


like. Peter) carried mhitherithex would not,” ſhould! be Jofin' 21. 18% 
{d able, or lo ative." Fhe bad Examples of others, '\ 


who make' theſe Times ſo perillonsas they are, ſhould 
provoke. you to mend them by your- own. As, 


when zhe:ifin of the young.min (vis. Eli's Sons) WAS x gum. 2. 17, | 
| {o 18. - 


| 


| 
| 


[| 


| 
| 


| 


J 


ſo very greet hefore he Lord, 'that men for rheir fakes 
abhorred the Offering of the Lorg ; It is ſaid, ithar $4: 
muecl wminiftred before the Lord, being '@ Chitd.' 'The 
more Debaschery 1s propagated by athers of your own 
ftanding, the more ſhould you diſcourage and check 
it. by your own Eminent Holineſs ; or lie you may 
_ expe, that the Country which hath brought you 
forth, will at length caff you out together, as wwaatural 
Children, and abominable Branches. 


V.: In the Fifth place, To 4ppty all this, to tholewhom 
the Texr-concerns in a peculiar, manner, What can 
be more: fitly preſt vpon.young -Periogs, i who have 
z0t yer :overcame' the wicked one, than that they 
would now and henceforward labour to doit? And if 
any one be ſo far wrought upon, as to ask, What 
courſe ſhall we take /# order to this end? I ſhall pro- 
pound and adviſe the enfuing Merhods. | 

-T, ' -Firft, Look after a change of rats, © There is an 

» 1ndiſpenſible neceſſity of this, to our getting onr of 

Satan's Kingdom,as well as entrance into God's. Every 

Job 11.12. Man is born like a wild Aſs's Colt ; (that's your Chara- 
Qer, and it is not I that give it, but the Lora) nothing 

can mend this Temperand Diſpoſition, but the mating 

of us anew by a Second Birth; and yet till it be 

mended , what can be expetted from you, but a mad 

rurning into Sin, and furioms driving towards Hell ? 

Souls that are not /ubaued to Chrift by the Spirit in 

the Work of Regeneration, will never be releaſed from 

their Captivity and Yaſſalage to the Devil. It was ex- 

Mr, 19; Mor- cellently ſaid by a late worthy Author, ' The Devil will 
ſo "mg 7 certainly conquer all whom he fighteth with upon bis own 
Sartification, Dunghill, that is, in a natural State, So long as we 
þ. 88. are Carnal, our Weapons will be fo, and confequent- 
ly nor migtzy. It is ſpoken exclufively, What/oever 


& 


\ ay Early 1Þ09y over Satan. 
of overcaming Start boo, none cen 'ds it; but they 
thar\are born of God." © LE ET 
Secondly, Be fenfible of your own remaining impo- 
rermey, even ina gracious and fpiritnrt State, As we 
are wholly withaus Prenath, before we are born again; 
fo our own ftrenprh is not- /uff5/eve afterwards with- 
out renewed: ſuccors;. Grdeon's: Son being bur'a 
Touth, was afraid to draw his Sword againlt the two. 


33. 
ir boys of Gol, overromerh rcheiworld ; and fol may fay : John 5. 4: 


Kings of Midia»,-tho his heart was unqueſtionably Judges 8. 20. 


in his Father's Cauſe > And if the Loyd himfelf do 
not rebuke S.ctan, and lend in- Arxiliary Foree at ſuch 
ſeaſdns to us, wemay fadly fear the eoncluding'Event 
of ail \ To: rhe beſt and. preateſt' S2/zvs; if lefſe to 
themſelves; and unaſſilted by God, Sztan is truly 7: 
vi3:ible. Therefore Grace alreaxy recertet, 1$norto - 
be depended on, -bur the farrber ards. of the Spirie. 
When we tint we can do anything, we em indced 


go» norhing'; and: as the Apoft E laid, Whew Þ am 2 Cor: 12:10. 


rhedk, th: #-49'] fr0n2 ;\ ſoon the cantrary,. when'we 
are frog inourown Opinion, -we atways find our 
ſelves to be really weakeſt. . There is a vaſt difference 
berween the ſucceſs of thoſe that #-uſ# on'God's arm, 
and of chem that &ax to their own tmapinary-Power. 
. Even tha nouths ſfali faint; and the young men ſhalt at- 


reply fall (their felf-confidence wil deceive and defroy Iſiah go. 30, 


them bir they that war upon the Lovd, ſhall renew 3" 
theiw'flrenpth, Frhen, you witt eſcape in the Spi- 
rival Battels; be deeply-convinc'd that- your caſ+ 7s 


. like that'of Jo J»/aphan, and your frame ought tobe fo; 2 Chron. 20, 


We Dove np might anninſt this: great company that comes **: 
atwnſÞ wo, dither invr; we what -ro do, but onr eyes are 
-#h08 thee. * 

Thirdly, Exerciſe Faith ina ſpecial 'manner upon 

Feſws Chriſt, as the Captain of your Salvation, Confi- 


der : 


I. 


24 


Iſaiah 53. 12. 


Num. 22,11. 


# ——_ 4. I7. 


4. 
Epheſ. 6. 11. 


2 Cor. 6.7. 


Ameſ. de Con- 
{cientIa. p. 95+ 


ha Neceſſay and Advantage of 


"der him panticulagly,as your. Oamipotent Leader incthis 


'War,,as one who: s-every way qualified p-boub 10 
repel your Enemies, and to re/cxe. you, -:;G0d's:1/rge/ 
have the [bout of chis King among them; he that ſits 
at. God's right hand; does allo ſtand at.theirs. Havean 
eye therefore,got,oply to-his.infinitely prodert Condydh, 
but to his ſaving Abilities. : AS we mult follow: bicai, 
by. receiving his: Diredttons and Commiunas ,; 10 we 
{hould reſt upon him for! our Preſervergonu and (Sup- 
port. We have the promiſe of the: Father to embolden 
us, that his Son ſhall divide the Spoil with the. krone ; 
and: the bleſſed Heir of ſuch.a.promile.,”.may juſtly 
be oyr-hope. | Nothing;can! cover: us from: the rage:.of 
him that contends: with;us, but this Shie/diof Farh; 
and this will effeQually do it. ' Ba/4k thoughtuthat 
Balaam”s curſing of Iſrael, would enable him to over- 
come and drive them out 3 but tho he was; miſtaken 4n 


that, we cannot look for too much. fram him; 'of 


whom Balazm prophefied. The Prince of this World 
being. j#deed (by: Chrilt , - and: lying wades his, Sen- 
tence, our be/reving on Chriſt, mult-greatly-help our 
Victory. 0 03-28vi21 

Fourthly, Let your Holineſs be Univerſal. Neglect 
not the putting 0» of any part of the Armour. of God, 
that you may be able to ſtand againſt the wites.of the Devil. 


; If.it be: nat 04 our tight hand, and.on our-teft, \WE.ArE 


but weakly Jefended. againſt thoſe Adverſaries: that 
ſurround us on every: ſide:; As we cannot. ſuecelſs- 
fully mortify 4zy luſt, unleſs we do every one; fowe 
cannot expeCt.to conqueria-yſorti of, Temptations , 
unleſs.we ſet. our ſelves refalvedly:.tocanquerat Ker 
Sin be 0dios.T0- YOU 4s. Sins. and then:yqu. withily 
from the who/e kind. It was therefore a good rule g1- 
ven by a great Divine, (tho. borrowed, as he'ackhow- 
ledges, from ax2ther). Cum fuga tentationis — 
4 


R un Early Fiftory over Satan. 


eft indiznatio. Temptations are to be rejeted with 
abhorrence; for there can. be no #rne holixeſs, if there 
is not a /oathing of the contrary. KN 
Fifthly, Reſiſt the Devil vigorouſly at the firſt, A +. 
faint reſiſtance gives him mighty encouragement 5 afid 
if we do.not beat him back :1n his firſt: approaches towards 
us,'tis a greater difficulty to do it when he is gotwith- 
in «s. Asthe Apoſtle ſays, That they gave place to Gala.2. 5. 
the falſe teachers, zo, not for ar hour ; 1o we ſhould 
not y/e/d to the ſuggeſtions of this lying Spirit, ſo much 
as for 4 moment. Prepare againſt your Adverſa 
when you diſcern him a great way off, and fuffer him 
not to make his grad«e/ advances unregarded and un- 
difturb'd. | It does not only behove us to watch and 0 
pray, that we may not enter into temptation ; but to lift Matt. 26. 413": 
up a prayer as ſoonas we are init, and to and upon our - | NY 
guard as long 4 it continues upon us. - Very little 7- 
troduitions of fin (it let alone, and'not fpeedily ſup- 
preſs'd) will increaſe and {well to greater wickedneſs ; 
as the thickeſt Ire which will at length bear the waſteſt 
weight, —_— begins with a thin ſbaking cream. 
S;xthly, Take heed of rebelling againſt light ; for this «< 
is tO take part withthe Devil, who never thinks him- | 
ſelf ſureof us,tif(like the Phili/finesin'Sampſon's caſe ) 
he bath pm ov owr eyes. Stifling of Convictions which 
ſpring up within, of are offer'd from without, 1s a ma- 
king, way for temptations. Satan does his work ef. 
feually, when he hath overcome: the' fruggles of 
conſcience, and harden'd us againſt the admonitions of 
wiſe reprovers, Stubborn pride in chuſing of our own 
ways, and withſtanding a!l that tends to diſcover 
or remedy the Errors of them, is the plague of un- - 
bridled youth. Nor can there be any worlſe zokey of re- 
medileſs deftruQtion ; as the Prophet told Amaziah, T > Cho. 25: + 
E.. know 16. 
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kuow that God: hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe 
thog haſt vt hearkened to'my counſel. | | 

Seventhly, Let the word of God abide in you. This 
is mentioned: in the next verſe following the Text, 
(where the words which I have endeavoured to open, 
are repeated with enlargement) 1 have written unto 
you, young men, becauſe ye 'are ſtrons, and the word of 
Ged abideth inyou, and y: have overcome the wicked ones 
This 2hiding. of the word, is a means of /frengthning, 
and by conſequence, of gvercoming. The hiding of ſin 
i:g,our hearts, thruſts out the Word: ; but the hid» 
of the Word there, will keep out fin. If this Wor 
be really engrafted, temptations will be fruitleſs. 
This 1s the ſharp ſword of the ſpirit, which hath a pe- 
culiar edge to cut them inſunder. David found the be- 
nefit of it, in being kept from the paths of the deftroyer. 
Our Lord himſelf fought with this Weapon, 1: zs 
written; and hath' thereby recommended it to our 
conſtant: uſe..  Orher Writings are but forry Paper 
 Breaſtplates and miſerable Defenſatives, in compari- 
ſon of theſe. If humane 4uthorities be urged againſt 
the Tempter, inſtead of Divine, he'll be ready to reply, 
as, he;did to thoſe va2abond Fews, that pretended to 
be Exorciſts, Teſus 1 know, anid Paul I know, but who 
are ye? the Devil muſt be pu# zo ſilence with that which 
God hath ſpoken ; and therefore hethat is moit »»/ghty 
in the Scriptures, is likely to be beſt fortified againit 
this anclean ſpirit, 
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